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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, November 7, 1975 





Jacksonville, Florida 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at the 
Jacksonville Naval Air Station. November 2, 1975 


Admiral Green, Captain Bernstein, Mayor Tanzler, 
Senator Chiles, Congressman Burke, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

First, I am deeply grateful for the warm welcome by 
Admiral Green and all of you from the Jacksonville Naval 
Air Station. I am most appreciative, on behalf of Mrs. 
Ford and myself, that so many of you have come out on a 
Sunday on this occasion. 

As all of you know, I am in the process of having fur- 
ther very important meetings with President Sadat of 
Egypt. It is quite interesting, in my judgment, that I am 
meeting this afternoon with a man who represents a coun- 
try whose history goes back literally centuries and centuries 
and centuries. 

At the same time, I am in a part of our country where 
we have some contrast between the old and the new. 
Jacksonville is a relatively modern city, historically, and 
certainly a very progressive city in our development of 
our great country. 

But, not far from here we have the oldest city in the 
United States—St. Augustine. So, in a relatively small 
part of this great country, we have a history that goes back 
from the very beginning and a community that represents 
progress and tremendous enthusiasm and drive. 

I believe this shows the diversity of America. And this 
diversity in this great country is one of our strengths as we 
meet the challenges both at home and abroad. 

But we cannot, in this country, solve our problems at 
home or meet our commitments internationally if we don’t 
have a strong national defense program. It is vitally im- 
portant for peace that we have a national defense program 
second to none. 

All of you at the Naval Air Station in Jacksonville per- 
form a great service in that regard. I know of the missions 


and responsibilities you have here. You have the helicopter 
antisubmarine warfare unit that does a tremendous job. 
You have the long-range naval capability in the antisub- 
marine area. You have nuclear-powered naval vessels. 

This Naval Air Station is a vital part of our total na- 
tional security capability, and what you do here protects 
214 million Americans; And on behalf of them, I thank 
you for your contribution. 

A long, long time ago, I was a part of the Navy. I was 
very proud of that association for some 47 months. I 
learned a lot. I hope I contributed a little. But I know from 
firsthand experiences the trials and tribulations of serving 
in our uniformed services. 

The men and women who serve do a superb job. But the 
wives and the children of men in the service—Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard—are likewise 
making a great contribution because I know of the sacri- 
fices they make over the years in performing their part of 
this service. And I thank them for what I know they do. 

Let me say, in conclusion, that the meetings that I am 
having today and the ones that I had earlier in the week 
with President Sadat relate to a better and more peaceful 
world. But, I can go and have these discussions and these 
talks from a position of strength, and all of you are a very 
vital and important part of that strength. 

So, it makes my job easier, it makes our country more 
secure, to know that we have people like you serving in 
our national security forces. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. 


Jacksonville, Florida 


The President’s Interview With Local Reporters. 
Held November 2, 1975. Released November 3, 1975 


THe Mipp_e East 


Mr. Grove. Mr. President, you have been meeting with 
President Sadat, and he has made it clear that the Pales- 
tinian problem is certainly one of the paramount ones to a 
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Middle East settlement. We have heard very little about 
how high-ranking Americans feel about what justification 
if any, the Palestinians have for asking or demanding a 
national state of their own. Would you comment on that? 

Tue Present. I would prefer to answer this way, if 
I might. The Palestinians do allege that they have certain 
rights, and they are insisting on participating, for exam- 
ple, at a Geneva conference or any overall conference. 
But they have refused to recognize the State of Israel. And 
we, of course, strongly back the State of Israel in its atti- 
tude that there must be recognition before there can be 
any contact or any participation by the Palestinians in any 
negotiations. 

Q. If recognition were forthcoming, would there be a 
possibility that land could be found to create a Palestinian 
state? 

Tue Present. That, of course, would have to be 
decided in any overall settlement, and it seems to me that 
it would be inadvisable for me to pass judgment at this 
point on what terms of any overall settlement might be. 

The parties who will actually do the negotiating are 
those parties within the area in an overall settlement. And 
it would be certainly inappropriate for me, under these 
circumstances, to make any comment. That is for them 
to negotiate. 

Q. Mr. President, I am rather curious to know if you 
have given Mr. Sadat anything besides a warm welcome— 
nuclear reactors, perhaps? 

Tue Preswent. There have been negotiations going on 
between the United States and Egypt for an American- 
made nuclear power facility, but I think those negotiations 
have not, at this point, reached a final decision. There 
may or may not be. I can assure you, if there is one, that 
there will be the most rigid safeguards, which I think are 
absolutely important, as far as how Egypt could use a 
nuclear reactor. But there hasn’t been any final consum- 
mation. Negotiations are still going on. 

Q. Being just a layman, I can’t quite conceive of how 
you might restrict them from—once it is in their hands— 
using it for a military purpose, exploding something. 

THE Present. There are safeguards which are agreed 
to by practically every one of the reactor-producing 
nations—safeguards that are included certainly by us in 
any sale or grant to another country for an American- 
made reactor. I can assure you that this Administration, 
if and when we make any arrangements with any coun- 
try, including Egypt, the most rigid safeguards, which 
are very technical, will be enforced. 

I am told by technicians—I am not an expert myself in 
the technical way in which it is accomplished—there are 
very manageable safeguards which can preclude a nuclear 
reactor for civilian purposes being utilized for any military 
purpose. 

Q. It is not just a matter of keeping their word? 

Tue Preswent. No, there are technical capabilities 
that make it impossible to go from a civilian domestic 
utilization of a reactor to a military utilization. And we 


would insist under any and all circumstances, as we 
have in the past, for these very rigid safeguards. 


THE PRESIDENT’S TESTIMONY IN THE LYNETTE 
FROMME CASE 


Q. Mr. President, what can you tell us about your 
videotape testimony in the Lynette Fromme case? 

THE PRESIDENT. It would be very inappropriate for 
me to comment in any way whatsoever on my participa- 
tion involving that matter. 

Q. Can you tell us, sir, if you testified as to whether the 
trigger was pulled? 

THE PRESDENT. I respectfully must not answer that. 
I was admonished by the judge himself that any comment 
by me other than what I had made in my testimony would 
be very inappropriate. 


FLorRIDA PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY 


Q. Mr. President, the Florida Presidential primary is 
drawing very near, and there have been some comments 
lately to the effect that you are paying only token efforts 
in Florida and that you may, in fact, have written off 
the State to Ronald Reagan. Is that true? 

THE PREswENT. That is completely inaccurate. I have 
a very fine State chairman in Congressman Lou Frey, one 
of the outstanding Members in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. And I can assure you that I will be a par- 
ticipant—and an active participant—in the Florida 
primary. 

Q. To what degree, Mr. President? 

THE Presiwent. The people on the President Ford 
Committee who have the responsibility for working out 
the details are in the process now, working, of course, 
with Lou Frey. I am not familiar with those details as 
of the moment, but the decision is firm and certain that 
I am coming down to be a participant in that Florida 
Presidential primary. 


VicrE-PRESDENTIAL NOMINATION 


Q. Mr. Frey also thinks that you should not have Vice 
President Rockefeller on your ticket next year. Can you 
indicate at this time, Mr. President, whether Mr. Rocke- 
feller will be your running mate if you are the nominee? 

Tue Preswent. I have said repeatedly and very firmly 
that at the proper time I will make that decision. In the 
meantime, I say with deep conviction that Vice President 
Rockefeller has done a superb job as Vice President. I 
picked him because I thought he was the best man for 
the job. He has performed beyond any expectations that 
I had. He has been a great team player, and every job I 
have given him—and I have given him so many very 
important ones that I think he deserves great commenda- 
tion. But as far as the Vice-Presidential nomination in 
1976, I will make an announcement concerning that at 
the proper time. 

Q. Sir, what would the proper time be? 
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Tue Presment. Certainly it would be some time in 
1976. 

Q. Before the convention? 

Tue Preswent. I would assume so, yes. 


Tue Muippie East 


Q. Getting back to the Middle East, if harm were to 
come to any of the U.S. personnel who serve as monitors 
on the Egypt-Israeli line, would you consider that a na- 
tional matter? Would you consider that we would have to 
retaliate or are these people so-called volunteers and not 
carrying the flag, as it were? 

Tue Present. The number of technicians who will 
be in the warning stations will be civilians. They are highly 
qualified experts in a very sophisticated area. They will 
be fully protected. They will be in a United Nations zone. 
They will be separated either from the Israelis on the one 
hand or the Egyptians on the other. I am confident if any 
problem arose that we would have ample time to make 
certain of their safety. 

I think it is interesting to make this observation. We 
now have, in very technical capacities, a very limited num- 
ber of Americans who have been there in the last several 
years. 

Q. Been where? 

THE PresweEnt. In the U.N. buffer zone in a non- 
military capacity, a very limited number. The ones we are 
talking about for the Sinai will be performing a totally 
different function. But I think you have to bear in mind 
that the U.N. buffer zone has a very substantial number 
of military representatives from four countries who have 
the obligation of maintaining the integrity of the buffer 
zone. And our technicians, up to 200, will be in that buffer 
zone and under the protection of the United Nations, And 
I can’t imagine any action taken by either Egypt or Israel 
that would jeopardize the Americans in that U.N. zone. 

Q. How about our Americans in Beirut or elsewhere 
in Lebanon? Are you at all concerned about their poten- 
tial safety if they don’t all get out? How far would you 
go to protect them? 

Tue Preswent. As you undoubtedly have read, we 
have advised Americans in the Embassy to return—I 
mean the dependents of the Americans in the Embassy to 
return. And we have warned Americans in Beirut, par- 
ticularly, that the situation is very serious and that they 
should leave, and the sooner the better. 

Q. Would you send troops in, if necessary? 

THE PreswentT. I wouldn’t want to speculate on any 
action of that kind. I don’t think it will be necessary, In 
the meantime, we are working with all parties—and it is a 
very confused situation in Lebanon. They have the Mus- 
lims, the Christians, the Palestinians. It is a very compli- 
cated situation. We have, in proper channels, sought to 
calm the various factions in an appropriate way, because 
we think it is tragic that a country like Lebanon is being 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1975 


Volume 11—Number 45 


1229 





torn apart by these riots that have gone on far too long and 
have been far too bloody. But I wouldn’t speculate—I 
think it would be inadvisable—as to any action I might 
take. We urge the Americans, because of the tenseness of 
the problems, that it would be in their own best interest to 
leave at the present time. 


U.N. Socta, CoMMITTEE’s RESOLUTION CONCERNING 
ZIONISM 


Q. Mr. President, there is considerable feeling in south 
Florida that the attacks in the United Nations on Zionism 
as being racist are unfair and inaccurate—especially the 
Jewish community feels this way. Your guest here in 
Jacksonville, President Sadat, has made similar state- 
ments. How do you feel about these allegations, and what 
action will our Government take, if the United Nations 
brands Zionism as racist? 

THE Preswent. I am sure you know Ambassador 
Moynihan has spoken out very strongly on this issue. I am 
sure you know that Secretary Kissinger has also spoken 
out emphatically. I issued a statement doing precisely the 
same. So, this Administration is very, very much opposed 
to the resolution to which you refer. We are doing all 
we possibly can in the United Nations to defeat the reso- 
lution. We think it is contrary to the basic Charter of 
the United Nations. And if we can defeat it, which I hope 
we can, the matter will be resolved. And I am getting 
more and more optimistic that the possibility does exist 
because it is fundamentally contrary to the United Na- 
tions Charter. What we will do if we lose is a matter that 
I will pass judgment on at that time. But I think on sober 
reflection that a majority of the members of the United 
Nations will recognize that that is not in consonance with 
the Charter of the United Nations. 


PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN SECURITY 


Q. Mr. President, you said a few moments ago that 
you intend to fully participate in the Florida March Pres- 
idential primary. Congressman Frey has said that, despite 
attempts on your life—and he was quoted on this about 
3 weeks ago—that you might be engaging in some door- 
to-door campaigning if security problems could be worked 
out. Do you think that is wise? 

THE Preswent. I saw Lou Frey’s comment in that 
regard and, quite frankly, my own technique of cam- 
paigning—if that is the right word—is to meet people 
face-to-face. I think that is the way candidates ought to 
participate. Now that is possible when you are running 
for a governorship or a senatorship or a Congressional 
race. Whether or not it is feasible for a President to do so 
under some of the problems we have faced in recent 
months may dictate that it shouldn’t be done. But if I had 
my druthers, if I were to make the choice myself, I think 
there is a great deal of merit to it. 








New Yorx Crry’s FINANCIAL SITUATION 


Q. On the New York City situation, sir, there has been 
some speculation lately that, because of pending legisla- 
tion in Congress, you might have to accept a bill which 
would contain loan guarantees in order to get the bank- 
ruptcy law provisions you want or you would veto both. 
Can you conceive of being confronted with a situation like 
that, and if so, what would your actions be? 

Tue Preswent. I was very forthright in the remarks 
I made last Wednesday that I would not accept any of 
the legislation that at that time was in one committee 
or another in the House as well as in the Senate. I still 
feel that way because I don’t think those solutions are 
right on the fundamental issue of the relationship between 
the Federal Government, the States, and local units of 
government. I don’t think it would solve the fundamental 
problem of getting New York City’s financial matters 
under control. 

I believe the best way for that to be done is the 
recommendation I made which was that if necessary—and 
I don’t really assume it is necessary because I think the 
city and the State can still do certain things that would 
preclude it—but, if necessary, we would have a new chap- 
ter in the Bankruptcy Act, chapter XVI, as I recall, that 
would then turn the affairs over to a Federal court, and 
I think that is the right answer. If we are faced with the 
combination of something that is bad and something that 
is good, I will take a look at it, but the odds are, because 
I feel so strongly the other is not a right answer, that I 
would not look with favor on it. 

Q. You said, sir, you would not bail out financially New 
York City. Would you permit, as far as you could control 
it, any Federal aid to New York City? 

THE PRESIDENT. Let me set the proper perspective on 
this. The impression is created in some circles that the 
Federal Government has not been generous to New York 
City. This current fiscal year, the budget for New York 
City is $12.2 or $12.3 billion. The Federal Government 
taxpayers from all over this country contribute 25 percent 
of that—over $3 billion. So, the Federal Government has 
been very generous in its help and assistance over the years 
with the city of New York. 

Now I have said that if necessary, after default, that 
the Federal Government would find a way in conjunction 
with the court to provide essential services—fire, police, 
emergency hospital actions. I think that is essential to 
maintain the proper atmosphere in New York City. But I 
do not think that we should go in with a so-called bail-out. 

Now, you know, New York City has eight million won- 
derful people, but they have been the victims of public 
officials who haven’t been forthright with them over the 
years, and we have to find a mechanism to straighten out 
their sad fiscal affairs. 

I believe my recommendation is the way to do it. It 
involves no Federal funding, if the right actions are taken 
by the city and the State. It involves the potential of some 
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Federal assistance through the court, if necessary, for fire, 
police, and so forth. 

Q. A lot of those eight million persons, sir, are voters, 

THE Presipent. I think we have to—in this case it is 
so fundamental—look beyond any political consequences, 
This is a very fundamental issue, and I am trying to do 
what is right—right for the people of New York City, 
for whom I have nothing but great sympathy and com- 
passion—and, at the same time, preclude the encourage- 
ment of other local units of government of being as irre- 
sponsible as the case has been in New York City. So, we 
will not only have New York City but we will have 10 
or 15 other communities. That is the real danger. 

Then, if I might come back to this point, supposing we 
bail out New York City as some are recommending? 
Then you have a flood of other communities that have 
equal problems. In the final analysis, who is going to bail 
out the United States? 

Q. Mr. President, at least one columnist thinks there 
is a great deal of hypocrisy in talking about money man- 
agement in New York City. He points to the fact that 
there are a great many Federal programs that are as 
equally irresponsible and equally high spending. He sees 
a bit of divisiveness between criticizing New York on one 
hand and being part of a Federal Establishment that has 
spent up to the hilt on the other hand. 

THE PresIvENT. I couldn’t agree with you more. And 
if you go back to my State of the Union Message in Janu- 
ary of 1975, you will find that I said that there had to be 
certain drastic action taken to control Federal expendi- 
tures. I said there must be a cutback in the growth of Fed- 
eral spending, and I itemized a number of areas where 
that should be done. I called upon the Congress to take 
corrective action for that purpose. In my recommenda- 
tions for a $28-billion tax reduction and a $28-billion 
reduction in the growth of Federal spending, I was saying 
the same thing. 

We have got to stop the growth of Federal spending. If 
it isn’t stopped, we will be engulfed. So, what we are 
trying to do in the Federal Government to stop the growth 
of Federal spending and to get our fiscal matters under 
control is exactly the same thing I am telling the city of 
New York it must do. 

Q. Is there any bill that could come out to bail out 
New York that you would accept? 

Tue PresipEnt. None, other than the one I recom- 
mended because I think that is the only fundamental 
solution. 

Q. But can there be a domino effect from default? 
Other cities are fearing to float municipal bond issues and, 
therefore, delaying or canceling projects and putting peo- 
ple out of work potentially. 

Tue PresIvEnT. It is very interesting, within the last 
week or 10 days two communities in the metropolitan area 
of Washington—not Washington, D.C.—floated muni- 
cipal bond issues, got the best price they have gotten, I 
think, in the history of these communities. 
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Those communities that have been well run won’t have 
serious problems. And Jet me add this point: There were 
all kinds of scare stories floated around that the bond 
market would collapse and the stock market would col- 
lapse. We had some advice from others—not only domes- 
tically but otherwise—that catastrophe might take place. 
The truth is the bond market had already discounted the 
possible implications of a New York City default. So, there 
was a minimal amount of disturbance in the bond market 
in New York City. 

The real problem is a lot of people have—and primarily 
big investors—substantial amounts of New York City 
obligations, very high interest rates. They bought them 
in the open market. They gambled. They took a chance 
that New York City would become responsible fiscally. It 
was a bad deal, apparently. But they took a gamble under 
our society. And I just don’t think you can ask the tax- 
payers throughout the United States to bail out people 
who had made investments in a free market of their own 
choice. 

Q. What about banks and holding companies who have 
also big investments? 

Tue Presment. Should the taxpayers of the United 
States bail out the banking institutions in New York City 
or elsewhere? Should the taxpayers in Jacksonville or 
Tampa or Miami or anyplace else bail out the bankers 
who made an investment with their eyes wide open? I 
don’t think so. 

Q. Would there be any protection for the banks? 

Tue Preswent. It is interesting on that point because 
the city of Detroit went in default in 1933 or 1934. The 
city of Detroit had lots of obligations out. They renegoti- 
ated the payment period. They renegotiated, as I under- 
stand, the interest payments, and the city of Detroit 
straightened out its fiscal problems, primarily as a result 
of the Depression. And the net result was every investor in 
Detroit bonds was paid off. 

It took a little more time. They got a little less interest, 
but everybody was paid off, and I think that is an example 
of what can be done. It was done in Detroit in the 1930's, 
and in other communities, I might add. I am told some 
in Florida went through the same problem of the 1920 
boom and bust that followed. 


People buy securities on a gamble, on a risk, and there 
is no reason why the taxpayers in other parts of the coun- 
try should bail out those people who made those invest- 
ments on their own choice. Nobody forced them to buy 
anything. 

Retations With CuBa 


Q. Mr. President, there have been reports that efforts 
toward détente with Cuba have been pushed aside until 
after the Florida primary. Is that correct? 

Tue Presment. That is not accurate. The situation in 
Cuba vis-a-vis the United States is one where we have 
repeatedly asserted that the Cuban people and the Amer- 


ican people have had a long history of good relations, and 
there is no reason why there should be a permanent rup- 
ture of that relationship. 

On the other hand, there is no sign yet that the Cuban 
Government has made any significant gesture as far as 
the United States is concerned. As a matter of fact, I was 
very upset with the Cuban action where they led the fight, 
so to speak, in trying to indicate that Puerto Rico should 
be independent of the United States. 

I think that was harmful to any betterment of relations 
between the United States and Cuba. But I repeat that 
there is no reason why in the long run there shouldn’t be 
a resumption of the good rapport between the Cuban 
people on the one hand and the American people on the 
other. But the governmental problems relate to more seri- 
ous difficulties. 

Druc SMUGGLING 


Q. Let me touch on one final thing that relates to Flor- 
ida and its neighbors. The smuggling of drugs into Florida 
is on the increase, which seems to say that the patrols are 
not effective. Do you have any alternate plan to solve 
drug smuggling? 

Tue Preswent. The President’s Domestic Council 
just received a report which makes certain recommenda- 
tions. It is being circulated in the departments. And I am 
certain that report, with the recommendations of the de- 
partments affected, will come up with some proposals 
that will improve and better our handling of the smuggling 
of drugs in the United States. 


1976 PresmeENTIAL ELECTION 


Q. Mr. President, as you know, there are a great many 
Democrats who would like your job next year, and most of 
the talk seems to center on two particularly—Senators 
Humphrey and Kennedy. Do you have any predictions 
at this moment as to which, if it narrows down to those 
two, would be the Democratic nominee, and which you 
would prefer to run against if you are your party’s 
nominee? 

Tue Present. Some time ago, 4 or 5 months, as I 
recall, I forecast that Hubert Humphrey would be the 
Democratic nominee. I said that primarily because on or 
about that time Senator Kennedy had made a very cate- 
gorical statement that he would not be a candidate. And 
I took him for what he said, when the words were very 
specific. 

So, if you have the rest of the field, it seems to me that 
Hubert Humphrey is the most likely person to get the 
nomination. I know him; I like him. We have many dif- 
ferences, but I think that would be a good contest. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 

NoTE: The interview began at 2:44 p.m. on November 2, 1975, at 
the Deerwood Country Club. It was taped for broadcast and release 
on November 3, 1975. Participants included William D. Grove of 
WJXT-TV, Jacksonville, Ron Hunter of WPLG-TV, Miami, 


Hugh Smith of WTVT-TV, Tampa, and Ben Aycrigg of WDBO- 
TV, Orlando. 
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Visit of President Anwar al-Sadat 
of Egypt 


Toasts of President Ford, President Sadat, and Gov. 
Reubin Askew at a Dinner Hosted by Governor Askew 
in Jacksonville, Florida. November 2, 1975 





Governor Askew. We would like to welcome you here 
this evening. We hope that you have enjoyed yourself. It 
has been a distinct honor and a pleasure to have you with 
us. 

President Sadat, President Ford, the State of Florida 
is deeply honored to be the host for two great leaders and 
to offer its hospitality for the important meetings which 
have taken place here today. 

It is not often that this State, bestowed as it is with 
the beauty of land and sky, is a location of discussions 
whose consequences touch upon the peace of the world. 
On this occasion Florida is justly proud of its role. 

President Sadat, we are especially happy that you have 
had the opportunity to experience the warmth and good 
feeling of the people of Florida. We are very pleased to 
welcome an individual whose courageous efforts at pur- 
suing the path to a negotiated peace in the Middle East 
are a matter of admiration to the American people as a 
whole. We hope that you will carry to the Egyptian peo- 
ple our warmest wishes and our hope for a peaceful con- 
clusion to the conflict that has plagued the Middle East 
for almost 30 years. In your search for peace, sir, we 
wish you success. 

To President Ford, it is a particular pleasure to wel- 
come you to Florida again, sir. The purpose of your visit 
here is to pursue discussions which all of us hope will lead 
to a brighter future for the nations of the Middle East 
and for this country. Be assured of the respect and admira- 
tion the people of this State hold for your efforts to 
obtain a truly final and just settlement in the Middle East. 

And now may I ask our guests to rise and join me in a 
toast. To a great leader and the new friend of the State of 
Florida, President Anwar Sadat, and to the President of 
the United States. 

PRESENT Forp. Governor ‘Ashete} President Sadat: 

Let me express how deeply Mrs. Ford and I appreciate 
the opportunity of being here in your great State, Gover- 
nor. And may I say that the warm welcome that the people 
of Florida, and particularly this area, have given to Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Sadat is a true reflection of the character 
and the depth and the feelings of the people of Florida for 
one of our most distinguished guests. 

I am grateful for your part in making this evening pos- 
sible because it is highly significant that our distinguished 
guest has come to your State at the conclusion of a very 
great trip to our country and to many parts of it. 

Last Monday night it was my pleasure to host the dis- 
tinguished President of Egypt and to indicate to him on 
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that occasion how strongly the American people felt that 
his statesmanship and leadership had produced a tre- 
mendous result, a milestone in the necessary steps toward 
a broad and permanent and just peace in the Middle East, 

President Sadat and Mrs. Sadat have been warmly 
welcomed throughout our country in the 4 or 5 days that 
they have visited many parts of the United States. I indi- 
cated to President Sadat on Monday when he was in 
Washington that the American people were deeply grate- 
ful, most appreciative of his courage, his wisdom, his broad 
view, and his dedication to what was needed and necessary 
in the Middle East. 

And I think, as you have traveled, President Sadat, in 
many parts of our country—New York, Chicago, 
Houston, and now in this great State of Florida—you 
have found in the American people a great diversity, but 
a great strength, and I am convinced that your visit here 
has been in the best interests of not only the Middle East 
but the world itself. 

It has been a great and wonderful personal experience 
for me to know the President and to work with him over 
the past many months with the results that have been 
achieved. And I commend him for his continuing courage 
to move ahead in a momentum that is necessary and essen- 
tial if we are to achieve the final peace, just and equitable 
to all, for the benefit of that area but primarily for the 
benefit of the world. 

And so, may I ask that all of the guests of Governor 
Askew join with me in a toast to the President of Egypt 
and Mrs. Sadat. 

PrEsIwENT Sanat. President Ford, Mrs. Ford, Gover- 
nor Askew, Mrs. Askew: 

As my visit approaches its happy conclusion, I am 
pleased to say that we have been enjoying every minute 
of it. We find the American people warm, hospitable, and 
open-hearted. The beauty of nature here is matched and 
perhaps surpassed by the warm nature of the people. 

One is reminded in many ways of the fact that Florida 
and Egypt fall on the same latitude. St. Johns River to- 
gether with the Nile are the only rivers in the world that 
run north. Looking toward the horizon, I feel that the 
ocean and land ahead should be links of interaction and 
cooperation rather than elements of separation. 

Mr. President, distinguished guests, it is our intention 
to strengthen the relations and intensify contacts with the 
American people in all fields. We believe that we both 
have much to gain from furthering our cooperation and 
deepening our friendship. There is a vast area of common 
interest. I believe that we both have much to gain from 
furthering and diversifying our relations in all fields. We 
will spare no effort to achieve that end. 

President Ford, who is a great man with a genuine com- 
mitment to peace and friendship among nations, has con- 
tributed greatly to the promotion of peace in the Middle 
East and the stimulation of ever-growing ties of friend- 
ship between our two countries. I want him to know that 
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the Egyptian people are very appreciative of his endeavors 
and determination to see that normalcy will reign in our 
area on the basis of a just and lasting peace so that the 
efforts, creative abilities, and talents would be directed 
toward the construction and well-being of its peoples. 

I am sure that Mrs. Sadat shares with me that Egyptian 
people would warmly welcome President Ford and Mrs. 
Ford in their visit to our country in the near future so that 
we can in our modest way reciprocate a part of your 
generosity and the friendly atmosphere which hovered 
over our visit since we have put foot on your land. 

Mr. President, I want you to be sure that I enormously 
enjoyed our talks. They have been profound as they have 
been friendly and warm. I hope you agree with me that 
our contacts will go into history as a turning point in 
Arab-American relations. 

Distinguished friends, I invite you to join me in a toast 
in honor of President and Mrs, Ford, to Governor and 
Mrs. Askew, and the prosperity and happiness of all the 
American people. 

NoTE: The exchange of toasts began at 9:25 p.m. at the San Jose 
Country Club. 


United States Participation in the 
United Nations 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the 29th Annual Report, Covering Calendar Year 1974. 
November 3, 1975 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to send to the Congress the 29th annual 
report on United States participation in the work of the 
United Nations. 

This report, which covers the Calendar Year 1974, 
shows how U.S. national interests were affected by the 
work of the United Nations, its specialized agencies and 
its special programs. It shows the many ways in which 
the United States utilized the United Nations to promote 
world peace, economic progress and social justice. It also 
shows that at times a majority, unfortunately, took deci- 
sions on important political and economic issues without 
taking into consideration the views of some of the nations 
most importantly involved. 

During 1974, the Third Law of the Sea Conference in 
Caracas, the World Population Conference in Bucharest, 
and the World Food Conference in Rome all focused 
attention on worldwide problems that can be solved only 
by international cooperation. The United States made 
constructive contributions to all these conferences. 

The report gives special attention to UN efforts designed 
with U.S. support: 

—to keep the peace on Cyprus, in the Middle East and 

elsewhere; 
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—to strengthen international arms control and dis- 
armament programs; 

—to find a solution to the problem of world food short- 

ages and maldistribution ; 

—to control population growth; 

—to relieve the victims of natural and other disasters; 

—to promote international economic and social devel- 

opment ; 

—to develop more effective procedures to protect 

human rights; and 

-—to improve the functioning of the United Nations 

itself. 

Not all the work of the United Nations is cited in this 
report. Many UN activities of great importance to the 
United States do not make headlines. This is particularly 
true of the regular economic, social and service types of 
activities which account for the employment of more than 
90 percent of total UN personnel and the expenditure of 
more than 90 percent of the funds made available by gov- 
ernments to the United Nations. For example, the World 
Weather Watch of the World Meteorological Organiza- 
tion, the worldwide smallpox eradication program of the 
World Health Organization, the work of the International 
Civil Aviation Organization and the work of the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency—particularly its applica- 
tion of safeguards to nuclear fuel and the by-products of 
nuclear plants—all contribute to the safety, health and 
well-being of American citizens and those of other nations 
throughout the world. 

Nevertheless, some of the actions taken by the United 
Nations in 1974 threaten to distort this positive thrust 
and make cooperation within the organization more diffi- 
cult. There was, for example, a clash of interests between 
the industrialized nations and developing nations. This 
was particularly evident in the sixth special session of the 
General Assembly when the majority of developing coun- 
tries insisted on the adoption of a program of action for 
a “new international economic order” despite the serious 
reservations of the industrialized nations about its accept- 
ability and even its workability. Other divisive actions 
included the invitation by the 29th General Assembly to 
the Palestine Liberation Organization to participate as 
an observer in the work of the organization, the discrim- 
inatory treatment accorded Israel by UNESCO and the 
improper suspension of South Africa from participation in 
the General Assembly. However, by the end of the year 
there were signs of a growing awareness of the dangers 
from confrontation and of a willingness to explore the 
possibilities of conciliation and compromise. 

In this 30th anniversary year of the United Nations, the 
underlying purposes and principles of the Organization 
remain as valid as when they were first set forth in Article 
1 of the UN Charter: 

—to maintain international peace and security; 

—to develop friendly relations among nations based on 
respect for the principle of equal rights and self- 
determination of peoples; 
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—to achieve international cooperation in solving inter- _ eration, and if the United Nations continues on a course 
national problems of an economic, social, cultural of confrontation this can only result in the serious weak. 
or humanitarian character; ening of that body. The United States, for its part, will 

—to promote respect for human rights; and stand firm in support of the principles embodied in the 

—to harmonize the actions of nations. United Nations Charter. 

Despite difficulties, I believe there has been progress Geracp R. Forp 

toward achieving these purposes. The United States is | The White House, , 
seeking to promote cooperation among UN members and November 3, 1975. 


to discourage confrontation. In our increasingly inter- 


. : R NOTE: The 478 page report is entitled “U.S. Participation in the 
dependent world there is no practical alternative to coop- 


UN, Report by the President to the Congress for the Year 1974.” 





THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
NOVEMBER 3, 1975 


THE PrESWENT. Good evening. Will you please sit down. 


PERSONNEL CHANGES IN THE ADMINISTRATION 


I have several announcements to make tonight. 

First, with respect to foreign policy and national security affairs: 
You will recall that when I became President a year ago last August, I 
indicated that I believed it was essential to guarantee stability and conti- 
nuity in the conduct of U.S. foreign policy. I made a conscious decision 
at that time not to change personnel in the important national security 
area. I have, however, made a number of significant changes in the 
Cabinet in the domestic area. 

We have now successfully reassured our allies that the United States 
will stand firm in the face of any threat to our national interest and 
convinced potential adversaries that America will aggressively seek out 
ways to reduce the threat of war. 

Therefore, I am tonight announcing several personnel changes which 
I believe will strengthen the Administration in the important area of 
national security affairs. 


SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 





I intend to nominate Donald Rumsfeld as my new Secretary of 
Defense. Don has served with distinction as a Congressman from Illinois, 
Director of the Office of Economic Opportunity, Director of the Cost of 
Living Council, and as Ambassador to NATO. For the past year he 
has been my senior White House Assistant and a member of my Cabinet. 
He has the experience and skill needed to help our country maintain a 
defense capability second to none. 

The Nation owes Secretary Schlesinger a deep debt of gratitude for 
his able service to his country as Chairman of the Atomic Energy 
Commission, Director of the CIA, and as Secretary of Defense. 
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ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS 


Henry Kissinger has been serving with great distinction and success 
as Secretary of State and as my Assistant for National Security Affairs. 
Secretary Kissinger will relinquish his post as Assistant to the President to 
devote his full time to his important responsibilities as Secretary of State. 

Brent Scowcroft, who has been serving ably for 3 years as Deputy 
Assistant at the White House, will move up to Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs. 


DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


For the past year George Bush has been U.S. Representative to the 
People’s Republic of China. He has served with great skill as a Congress- 
man and as Ambassador to the United Nations. It is my intention to 
nominate Ambassador Bush to be Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

The CIA is one of our Nation’s most important institutions. In recent 
months it has been the focus of some controversy. During this difficult 
period, Bill Colby, as Director of the CIA, has done an outstanding job 
of working with the Congress to look into and to correct any abuses that 
may have occurred in the past, while maintaining an effective foreign 
intelligence capability. 


ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 


Mr. Richard Cheney, who has been serving effectively as Deputy 
Assistant, will replace Don Rumsfeld as Assistant to the President, and 
will take over his responsibilities for coordinating the White House Staff. 


SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 


In a separate area, I have one additional personnel announcement 
to make. 

Some weeks ago, Secretary of Commerce Rogers Morton indicated 
to me that after the first of the year he would like to reduce the pace 
of his activities and resign his current position to return to the private 
sector. 

Rog Morton has served with great distinction in the Congress, and 
in two Cabinet posts for the last 5 years. He has earned the respect of 
Americans everywhere. He has been a long and close personal friend. I 
am deeply grateful for his valuable service, and I will be calling on his 
assistance in the future. 

Elliot Richardson will be nominated to become Secretary of 
Commerce. An able former Secretary of Defense, Secretary of HEW, 
and Attorney General, Mr. Richardson is presently serving as our 
Ambassador to Great Britain. I know he will do an important job in his 
new assignment. 

I hope that the Senate will move rapidly to confirm my nominees 
for those positions which require confirmation. 

Now, to the questions. Mr. Growald [Richard H. Growald, United 
Press International]. 
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QUESTIONS 


VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER’S WITHDRAWAL DECISION 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President, for your rundown on the 
personnel changes. There has been one other personnel 
change, or a suggested change today. And I wonder, in 
your estimation, Mr. President, has the Vice President, by 
his action today, sacrificed himself on your political behalf, 
and have you in any way urged him to do so? 

Tue Present. The decision by Vice President Rocke- 
feller was a decision on his own. He made the decision 
and delivered to me personally the letter that has now 
been published.* 

The Vice President has done a superb job and will con- 
tinue to do so in the months ahead. But, under no cir- 
cumstances was it a request by me. It was a decision by 
him. 


1 Earlier in the day the Vice President had presented a letter to 
the President at the White House. The letter, as released by the 
Office of the Vice President, is as follows: 


November 3, 1975 
Dear Mr. President: 

The time is virtually at hand when you will be firming up your 
program for the Presidential primaries, the Republican National 
Convention and the Presidential Campaign of 1976. Involving, as 
this must, difficult calculations, considerations and decisions, it 
will clearly help you in this task if the range of options is simplified 
at the earliest time. 

As I have told you and the American people, I have been hon- 
ored by your nomination of me as Vice President and by the ap- 
proval of the Congress. In association with you in the months since 
that time, I have come to have the highest regard for your dedica- 
tion to the Presidency and for your courage, resolution and forth- 
rightness. Your friendship and that of Mrs. Ford mean much to 
Mrs. Rockefeller and myself. 

My acceptance of the Vice Presidency, as you know, was based 
upon my concern to help restore national unity and confidence 
after the shattering experience of Watergate. Working under your 
leadership toward this goal has been challenging and rewarding 
as our basic institutions are surmounting the unprecedented crisis 
and the nation is returning to its regular elective presidential 
pattern next year. 

Regarding next year and my own situation, I have made clear 
to you and to the public that I was not a candidate for the Vice 
Presidency, that no one realistically can be such, and that the choice 
of a Vice Presidential running mate is, and must be, up to the 
Presidential candidate to recommend to a national party conven- 
tion. 

After much thought, I have decided further that I do not wish 
my name to enter into your consideration for the upcoming Repub- 
lican Vice Presidential nominee. I wish you to know this now for 
your own planning. I shall, of course, continue to serve as Vice 
President to discharge my Constitutional obligations and to assist 
in every way I can in carrying on to cope with the problems that 
confront the nation until the installation once again of a President 
and Vice President duly elected by the people of this great Republic. 

Sincerely yours, 
Netson A. ROCKEFELLER 


[The President, The White House, Washington, D.C.] 
VICE-PRESIDENTAL RUNNING MATE 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. A follow-up question. 
Would you accept Governor Reagan or former Governor 
Connally as your running mate next year? 


THE PREsIwENT. We have a long time, many months, 
to discuss and to think about that matter. I will give it my 
closest attention as to my running mate. But we have got 
lots of time, and we will think about all of those alterna. 
tives as we move ahead and try to do the business of the 
Government. 


VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER 


Q. Mr. President, have you any commitment in your 
conversations with Governor Rockefeller that he will sup- 
port you in 1976, or might he conceivably go off and seek 
the job himself? 

THe Presmwent. Vice President Rockefeller has 
assured me categorically that he will support me in 1976. 


SECRETARY KISSINGER 


Q. Mr. President, we are told that not only have there 
been personnel changes in the area of foreign policy and 
national security matters but the decisionmaking process 
has been altered as well, that Secretary Kissinger now will 
have to share access to you on a regular basis with the new 
Defense Secretary and with Mr. Bush of CIA. That leaves 
a very strong impression that Secretary Kissinger’s influ- 
ence in both these fields has been substantially reduced. 
Is that a correct impression? 

Tue Preswent. Let me state affirmatively that Secre- 
tary Kissinger has done a superb job as Secretary of State 


and as my Assistant for National Security Affairs. He will 
continue to handle the responsibilities of a foreign policy 
which I think has been not only successful but in the best 
interest of the United States. 

There will be organizational changes, as I have indi- 
cated, and there will be closer liaison and cooperation as 
is necessary as we move ahead. But Secretary Kissinger 
will have the dominant role in the formulation of and the 
carrying out of foreign policy. 


REASON FOR PERSONNEL CHANGES 


Q. Mr. President, could you tell us why Mr. 
Schlesinger and Mr. Colby did not fit on your new team? 

THE Preswent. I think any President has to have the 
opportunity to put together his own team. They were kept 
on when I assumed office because I wanted continuity. 
But any President to do the job that is needed and neces- 
sary has to have his own team in the area of foreign policy. 
I believe the team that I have assembled, as I have indi- 
cated tonight, will do a first-class job. 

Q. Mr. President, there are reports, though, sir, that 
Secretary Schlesinger was in conflict with your attitude 
on détente and with Secretary Kissinger’s. Can you ad- 
dress yourself to that? 
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Tue Preswwent. There were no basic differences. I 
wanted the team that I selected. And as President I think 
it is important that a President have that kind of a team 
on an affirmative basis. And I have it in Secretary Kis- 
singer and in Don Rumsfeld and Brent Scowcroft. I put 
it on the affirmative side that they are my choices and 
that we can work together effectively to carry out an effec- 


tive foreign policy. 
VICE-PRESIDENTAL RUNNING MATE 


Q. Mr. President, you have said many times that Vice 
President Rockefeller along with you made a team that 
was one you liked and that you said there was no reason 
to break up that team. What I want to know is, did you 
urge him not to withdraw from the race for the Vice- 
Presidential nomination? 

THE PreswenT. The Vice President came to me and 
indicated that what he said in the letter was his decision, 
and I accepted it. 

Q. One other question on the Vice-Presidential race. 
Does the nomination of Donald Rumsfeld as Defense 
Secretary and the nomination of Mr. Bush as CIA Direc- 
tor, does that eliminate them as Vice-Presidential running 
mate possibilities? 

Tue Preswent. They are first-class public officials. 
They have important responsibilities. I don’t think they 
are eliminated from consideration by anybody—the dele- 
gates to the convention or myself. 


DONALD RUMSFELD AND GEORGE BUSH 


Q. Mr. President, would you be more specific and tell 
us exactly how the appointment of Mr. Rumsfeld and 
Mr. Bush to their new posts will strengthen your team 
in the area of foreign affairs? 

THE PresweENT. Well, I have indicated that Ambas- 
sador Bush had been an Ambassador at the United Na- 
tions for 2 years. He has been in China for better than a 
year. He is a man of experience in public life as a Member 
of Congress. And Don Rumsfeld has had excellent serv- 
ice in the Congress. He has been in the White House for 
14 months. He was in NATO. Don Rumsfeld has experi- 
ence and the kind of working relationship with me that 
I think will be very helpful. 


FOREIGN POLICY 


Q. Mr. President, if I could follow up, does this have 
any specific implication for policy? 

Tue Presment. I have indicated that in my judgment 
we have been very successful in the execution of foreign 
policy on behalf of the United States. We have achieved 
great success in the Middle East. We strengthened 
NATO. We have continued our relations on a good basis 
with the People’s Republic of China. We are working 
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with the Soviet Union in certain areas to relieve tension. 
The foreign policy of this country is in good hands. But I 
wanted a team that was my team, and this team of 
Kissinger and Rumsfeld, Bush and Scowcroft, gives to 
me the kind of team that I think can carry out and 
execute a continuing, successful foreign policy. 


DETENTE 


Q. Mr. President, Secretary Schlesinger has expressed 
publicly some apprehension about détente. And I wonder 
if you can give us some assurance that the United States 
is getting at least as much out of it as the Soviet Union is? 

THE PRESIDENT. Let me assure you that my record in 
the Congress and as Vice President and as President has 
been one of strength in national security affairs, in inter- 
national relations. I believe that in our attempt to ease 
tensions between the Soviet Union and the United States, 
we have achieved a two-way street and I believe that the 
policy that I will follow, the team that I have, will con- 
tinue that policy in the future. 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


Q. Mr. President, would you expect, sir, that the 
Central Intelligence Agency, under Ambassador Bush’s 
tenure, would continue to have the same relationship with 
the Congressional investigation as during Mr. Colby’s 
period in office? 

Tue Preswent. The Central Intelligence Agency will 
continue its policy of notifying the responsible committees 
in the Congress as to developments. They have done it 
in the past. They will continue it in the future. I can 
see no change in the relations of the Central Intelligence 
Agency with the Congress under Mr. Bush different from 
what they have been under Mr. Colby. 

Q. Specifically, sir, as the Church committee continues 
its investigation, your instructions to Mr. Bush would be 
to cooperate fully with that investigation? 

Tue Preswent. I have given that word to Mr. Colby. 
He has carried it out in a very responsible way, and Mr. 
Bush will continue that policy. 

Mr. Sperling [Godfrey Sperling, Jr., Christian Science 
Monitor]. 


DECISIONMAKING PROCESS ON PERSONNEL CHANGES 


Q. Mr. President, how do you make a high-level 
personnel shift of this kind, such a fast shift? Did you ask 
for suggestions, or did you do this largely on your own? 

Tue Preswent. I did it totally on my own. It was my 
decision. I fitted the pieces together, and they fitted excel- 
lently. It was my decision. 

Q. With Mr. Rumsfeld, who is involved in your 
decision, would he have had any input into the overall 
decision? 

Tue Presment. He did not. 
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VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER 


Q. Could you tell us, Mr. President, when you and Mr. 
Rockefeller first discussed his withdrawal and what rea- 
sons he gave you for it other than what he stated in his 
letter? 

Tue Preswent. The letter speaks for itself. I don’t 
think I should amplify it. And the accompanying state- 
ment, which was agreed to between him and myself, indi- 
cates our personal views. I don’t think we have to go 
beyond the letter or the joint statement. 

Mr. Kole [John W. Kole, Milwaukee Journal]. 


GEORGE BUSH AND DONALD RUMSFELD 


Q. Mr. President, will these changes that you have 
made, do you feel, give you a more directly responsive in- 
telligence community than you have had hitherto. In 
other words, do you feel your putting Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Rumsfeld in these two important positions gives you a 
more direct control over the intelligence community than 
it has been previously? 

THE Presivent. Mr. Bush and Don Rumsfeld are long 
personal friends of mine. I have known of their fine rec- 
ord. I have an excellent relationship with them. I am cer- 
tain that they will contribute very significantly. And these 
are my guys and the ones that I wanted. And I hope and 
trust that their confirmation will be quick in the United 
States Senate. 


FURTHER PERSONNEL CHANGES 


Q. Mr. President, when do you expect to fill the 
vacancies—the Ambassadorship vacancies—in London 
and in Peking. And do you plan any further changes in 
your campaign committee? 

Tue PreswentT. We have not addressed the questions 
of replacements for Mr. Bush or Mr. Richardson, and I 
have no specific changes in mind at the President Ford 
Committee. In due time there will be a person to succeed 
David Packard. 

Q. There will be no change at the top, sir—Mr. 
Callaway? 

THE Preswenr. I have indicated what the changes 
are. 

SALT NEGOTIATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, the Pentagon and Secretary Schles- 
inger have been less than enthusiastic about the Admin- 
istration’s SALT policies. Can we expect to see an 
acceleration toward an agreement now that this power 
shift has occurred? 

Tue Preswent. The Defense Department, Secretary 
Schlesinger and the others, were very forthcoming and 
very strong in endorsing the agreement that I reached at 
Vladivostok. They wholeheartedly agreed with the deci- 
sions that were reached there. We expect to continue to 


pursue, but not under anv pressure, negotiations with the 
Soviet Union in strategic arms limitations. We have differ- 
ences. But I think it is in the national interest for us to 
continue to work toward a SALT Two agreement. But we 
are under no time pressure to do so. 

Q. But you do see the possibilities for a second-stage 
agreement, then? 

THE Present. I think it would be in the national 
interest if we can get mutual concessions by the Soviet 
Union on the one hand and by us on the other. 


NATIONAL DEFENSE POSTURE 


Q. Mr. President, if you were Mr. Brezhnev, how 
would you analyze the removal of an American Secretary 
of State [Defense] who is known for his advocacy of a 
strong national defense, possibly a stronger national de- 
fense than his rivals in the bureaucracy? 

THE PresweENT. I think you misstated Secretary of 
State at the outset. 

Q. Right. 

THE PREswENT. Well, let me say very emphatically 
there is no one in this Government more emphatic for a 
strong national defense and the maintenance of our own 
national security than myself, Secretary Kissinger, and 
Don Rumsfeld, and many others who I could mention by 
name. From the top on down, we believe in strong 
national defense. And we have sought to implement it, 
and we need some more help in the Congress. I won’t 
speculate on what Mr. Brezhnev might feel concerning 
these changes. 

Q. Have you possibly been in contact with him directly 
or indirectly to explain what they mean, to leave no mis- 
understanding on his part? 

THE PRESIDENT. We have not. 


REASON FOR PERSONNEL CHANGES 


Q. Mr. President, with all due respect, sir, you have 
been talking about your desire to make your own team, 
but in fact, you have replaced half the team and you 
haven’t replaced the other half. Mr. Kissinger and Mr. 
Scowcroft are really part of someone else’s team whom 
you have elected to keep. It seems to me that you really 
haven’t answered the question: What did Secretary 
Schlesinger do wrong that you didn’t like? 

THE Present. I have affirmatively answered the 
question by saying that I wanted my own team, and I am 
keeping Secretary Kissinger because I think he has done 
an outstanding job in the field of foreign policy. 

I wanted a change in the Defense Department because 
I wanted, in that case, a person that I have known and 
worked with intimately for a long period of time, a per- 
son who is experienced in the field of foreign policy and 
who served in the Department of Defense as a naval 
aviator. The President has the right and I believe ought 
to have the team with him that he wants to carry out the 


Volume 11—Number 45 





polici 
select 


Reag 


petit 


direc 
a ch 


feel 1 


New 


Chi 
Chi 


Fra 
Rep 
wee 
are 

the 
eign 
ther 


deb: 


othe 
An 


que 





the 
Ter- 
s to 


age 


nal 
viet 


OW 


ra 
le- 


lly 


vn 
ad 
by 
1g 
it, 
’t 


ly 
S- 








licies in the national interest. And the team I have 
selected will do so. 


RONALD REAGAN 


Q. Mr. President, how worried are you about Ronald 
Reagan? [Laughter] 

Tue PreswenT. I am not worried about any com- 
petitor, Democratic or Republican. 


PRESIDENTIAL TRAVEL 


Q. Much of the criticism of your travel has been 
directed at the idea that you are greatly concerned about 
a challenge from your right, and that is why you have 
been to California three times. I was wondering if you 
feel that criticism is justified? 

Tue Preswent. It’s ridiculous. 


PLANS FOR TRIP TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA 


Tue Preswwent. Yes, Tom [Thomas M. DeFrank, 
Newsweek]. 

Q. Mr. President, there have been reports that the 
China trip is being reduced from a possible 5 or 6 days in 
China to 3 or possibly 4 days. Is that so, and if so, why? 

Tue Preswent. For a long period of time, Mr. De- 
Frank, we have had tentative plans to visit the People’s 
Republic of China. Secretary Kissinger was there several 
weeks ago. As far as we are concerned, those trip plans 
are still on, and the length of the trip will be decided in 
the negotiations between Secretary Kissinger and the For- 
eign Minister of the People’s Republic. And I don’t think 
there is any significance in the areas that you have raised. 

Q. Mr. President, hasn’t there been a good deal of 
debate between Dr. Kissinger and Mr. Rumsfeld and 
others about the advisability of adding stops to that trip. 
And haven’t the Chinese indicated that they would not be 
particularly happy if you did add some stops to that trip? 

Tue Present. As far as I know, the answer to your 
question is no. 


FOREIGN POLICY FORMULATION 


Q. Several Members of the Senate are concerned that 
Secretary Kissinger will still have total domination of for- 
eign policy in part because your national security adviser, 
General Scowcroft, is regarded as a Kissinger man. Now 
how do you answer that criticism? 

THE Preswent. I have known Brent Scowcroft inti- 
mately for the last 14 months. I have been tremendously 
impressed with his experience and capabilities. I know 
that he speaks an independent mind. I know it personally. 
So, I don’t think that criticism is valid. 

Q. Can you explain what you mean when you say that 
Secretary Kissinger will have a dominant role in the for- 
eign policy sector? 
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Tue Presment. Well, a Secretary of State—that’s his 
responsibility. 

Q. In a military role, will Mr. Rumsfeld have the 
dominant role? 

Tue Preswent. That is the responsibility of the Secre- 
tary of Defense. 


NEW YORK CITY’S FINANCIAL SITUATION 


Q. Mr. President, on another subject, if I may, sir, are 
you still convinced, sir, that the city of New York does not 
have to default? And, if so, do you plan to call Mayor 
Beame and Governor Carey here to tell them your rea- 
sons—the reasons why you think New York can avoid 
default? 

THE Presiwent. I believe that New York City can 
avoid default. They can take stronger action than they 
have taken. I believe the State of New York can take 
stronger action to be of assistance to the city of New York. 
This is a matter that can be, with forthright action, taken 
care of in the city or the city with the cooperation of the 
State. I hope they will'and if they don’t, I believe then the 
proper action to be taken is that which I publicly stated 
last Wednesday. 

Q. Mr. President, in the event that they do not, Mr. 
President, are you still convinced that there will be no 
domino effect on the American and the world financial 
markets? 

THE PreswentT. Absolutely. I have verified that with 
a number of experts within and without the Government. 
And there is no probability, no serious probability that 
there will be any national repercussions. And I am con- 
vinced that the market has already discounted the pos- 
sibility of any financial problems in New York City. And 
I think the actions of the last 3 or 4 days verify that cor- 
rect assumption. 


SENATOR HUGH SCOTT 


Q. Mr. President, there are persistent reports that 
Hugh Scott is under consideration for appointment to 
Peking. Can you say if you are thinking about him? 

Tue Preswent. As I said a moment ago, we haven’t 
thought about replacements for George Bush and Elliot 
Richardson. I can say this, that Hugh Scott is a great stu- 


dent of Chinese culture and history. He has been to China 
on a number of occasions. But I have not had an opportu- 
nity to focus in on the replacement for Mr. Bush. 


VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER 


Q. Mr. President, did Vice President Rockefeller 
decide to step aside either because of differing views with 
you over the New York financial situation or to give you a 
greater degree of maneuverability as you move politically 
toward the nomination? 
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Tue PresiwenT. Our differences over the handling of 
New York City are minimal, as I said once before. The 
difference is his interpretation of what might be the money 
market reaction if and when New York City defaults. 
Those differences are a matter of judgment. Certainly he 
did not take the action that he did because of that 
difference. 

I think the letter speaks for itself and I greatly respect 
his judgment in all matters. And I have been proud to 
have him on the team, and he will continue to do a first- 
class job in many important responsibilities. 

Q. Mr. President, does that mean, sir, that he did 
decide to step aside in order to give you a greater degree 
of maneuverability? The letter does not explain why he 
decided to step aside. 

THE Preswent. I think that he will have to answer 
that. I think the letter in effect answers your question. 
But if you want to pursue it further, you should do it 
with him. 

THE PRESIDENTS MOOD 


Q. Mr. President, we were told this morning after your 
meeting with Mr. Rockefeller that you were in an excep- 
tionally good mood. [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. I have been in a good mood all day. 

Q. I suggest perhaps a feeling of relief. I wonder if 
you could tell us in your own words what your feelings 
are now and were then? 

THE PresIwENT. I believe that the decisions that I have 
made and the announcements that I have made officially 
give to me the people and the team and organizational 
structure to continue to carry out an affirmative, successful 
foreign policy on a global basis and to keep our national 
security forces second to none. I, therefore, feel very 
pleased with the acceptance on the part of individuals 
for these new responsibilities. They are important, not 
for me, but primarily for the country. 


PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 


Q. Mr. President, you recently have had two resigna- 
tions. 

Tue Presiwent. Now don’t make a speech, Wally 
{Walter Rodgers, Associated Press Radio]. [Laughter] 

Q. No, sir. You recently have had two resignations from 
your campaign committee, and some of your aides have 
said you are having problems in your primary organiza- 
tion, especially in New Hampshire and perhaps Florida. 
I was wondering, is your campaign in trouble? 

THE Present. I don’t think it is. I was in Florida 
yesterday and talked to Lou Frey. He is very encouraged. 
We have some very encouraging news about the organiza- 
tion in New Hampshire. I am very happy about it. 

Q. Could you tell me, please, the basis for your optimism 
going into the election year? Why are you confident that 
you will not only be your party’s nominee beating Reagan 
and why you will beat the Democrats? 


Tue Presment. You couldn’t have asked a better 
question, Wally. I am happy and I am optimistic about 
the nomination and the election because I am convinced 
the American people feel that we have been successful in 
foreign policy—the Middle East, Europe, et cetera. I am 
convinced that we are well on the road to a good economic 
situation in 1976. So, when you combine peace and pros- 
perity, any incumbent President ought to be very happy. 


MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT SADAT 


Q. Mr. President, you will be concluding talks with 
Egyptian President Sadat on Wednesday. Can you tell us 
whether the President will be going home with a commit- 
ment or what he thinks is a commitment for future mili- 
tary aid for his country? 

THE Preswent. The final decisions in these areas will 
be made on Wednesday and properly announced. We 
have had very successful negotiations, but I think it is 
premature for me to make any announcement at this time 
on those matters. 


VICE-PRESIDENTIAL RUNNING MATE 


Q. Mr. President, with Vice President Rockefeller out 
of the picture for 1976, you have indicated that you don’t 
want to give us a name tonight, but maybe you will give 
us some kind of an idea as to what kind of qualities you 
will be looking for in your Vice-Presidential running 
mate. Specifically, are there any parameters with regard 
to age, political philosophy, what region of the country 
he comes from? [Laughter] 

THE Present. There will be plenty of time for me 
to think about and discuss with others the answer to the 
question that you have asked, and it is certainly premature 
for me to make any comment at this time in that very 
important area. 


VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER 


Q. Mr. President, in addition to the differences you 
mentioned between yourself and Vice President Rocke- 
feller, did he talk to you at all about the effect of your posi- 
tion against aid to New York and other cities on your 
campaign for next year? 

THE PREswENT. He has not. 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND FOREIGN POLICY 


Q. Mr. President, you gave no indication of exactly 
what you were unhappy with in terms of the dual roles of 
Secretary Kissinger. He has stated publicly that he con- 
siders those dual roles of great importance to the execution 
of foreign policy. 

THE PresiwenT. I indicated that the team I put 
together will affirmatively satisfy the way I want an or- 
ganizational structure set up. That is the way I wanted it, 
that is the way it is, and I think it will work effectively. 
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Q. Another question in that regard, Mr. President. 
There have been charges that the Secretary is stretched 
too thin or that by having the dual roles he is able to have 
an undue influence over the course of foreign policy. Were 
those problems? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t like to answer speculative 
comments or rumors. I have done what I did because I, as 
President, wanted the organization and the people that 
I have selected. That is the answer to the question. 


REASON FOR PERSONNEL CHANGES 


Q. Mr. President, why has it taken you 15 months to 
form your team and set up your structure in national 
security and foreign affairs? 

Tue PresipenT. I felt it was very important at the 
outset because of the unusual circumstances under which 
I became President to have continuity, to have stability in 
the area of national security and foreign policy. That was 
absolutely essential. And as a result of that we continued a 
successful foreign policy. 

As time went on I felt that in this area once we had 
confirmed with our allies our assurances, once we had 
confirmed with our potential adversaries that we were in 
a position to continue a relaxation of tensions, that then I 
could select, without any rupture of those relations, the 
kind of people, the individuals that I wanted to work with 
very, very intimately. And I have so selected. 

Q. To follow up with a slightly repetitious question: 
Are you saying and intending to be understood to say that 
neither personal nor policy differences between Dr. Kis- 
singer and Mr. Schlesinger contributed to this change? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is correct. 

FraNK Cormier [Associated Press]. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

THE PRESENT. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: President Ford’s twenty-first news conference was held at 


7:30 p.m. on Monday, November 3, 1975, in the East Room at the 
White House. It was broadcast live on radio and television. 


Thanksgiving Day, 1975 
Proclamation 4405. November 4, 1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Two hundred years ago the frontier colonies of Amer- 
ica braced for a long and determined conflict with the 
strongest military power in the world. The petition of our 
Founding Fathers for redress of their grievances had been 
rejected by King and Parliament, and the people of 
America began the struggle from which emerged this 
great Nation. 
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Our Nation is the oldest continuously surviving repub- 
lic in the world. For 200 years our freedoms have been 
questioned, challenged, tested and reinforced. These free- 
doms have shaped our destiny and served as a beacon to 
other peoples. Our Nation draws its strength from peo- 
ple of every creed, of every color, of every race—native 
Americans and people from every nation in the world 
who for two centuries have come to share in the rewards 
and responsibilities of our American Republic. 

On the eve of our 200th year, Thanksgiving Day should 
be a day of special reflection upon the qualities of heart, 
mind and character of the men and women who founded 
and built our great Nation. Let us join in giving thanks 
for our cultural pluralism. Let us celebrate our diversity 
and the great strengths that have come from sharing 
our traditions, our ideas, our resources, our hopes and 
our dreams. Let us be grateful that for 200 years our peo- 
ple have been dedicated to fulfilling the democratic 
ideal—dedicated to securing “liberty and justice for all.” 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, in accord with Section 6103 
of Title 5 of the United States Code, do hereby proclaim 
Thursday, November 27, 1975, as a day of national 
thanksgiving. 

Let each of us, in his own way, join in expressing per- 
sonal gratitude for the blessings of liberty and peace we 
enjoy today. In so doing, let us reaffirm our belief in a 
dynamic spirit that will continue to nurture and guide us 
as we prepare to meet the challenge of our third century. 

I call upon all Americans on this day to gather with 
family and friends in homes and places of worship and 
join in offering gratitude for this Nation’s countless bless- 
ings. I ask that we share with our senior citizens and with 
those less fortunate than ourselves this special day that 
brings us all closer together. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:03 p.m., 
November 4, 1975] 


Civil Service Rules 


Executive Order 11887. November 4, 1975 


AMENDING THE Civit ServicE Rutes To Except 
CERTAIN PosiITIONS FROM THE CAREER SERVICE 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Consti- 
tution of the United States of America and Sections 3301 
and 3302 of Title 5 of the United States Code, and as 
President of the United States of America, Section 6.8 of 
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Civil Service Rule VI is amended by adding “and in the 
Department of Commerce” after “Department of the 
Interior”. 
GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
November 4, 1975. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:03 p.m., 
November 4, 1975] 


Department of Transportation 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Roger W. 
Hooker, Jr., To Be Assistant Secretary for 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs. 


November 4, 1975 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Roger W. Hooker, Jr., of New York, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Transportation. His area of respon- 
sibility will be Congressional and Intergovernmental 
Affairs. He will succeed Robert Timothy Monagan, Jr., 
who resigned effective September 1, 1974. 

Since February 1975, Mr. Hooker has been Assistant 
to the Vice President for Congressional Affairs. He was 
Deputy Director for Panels and Director of Domestic 
Studies for the Commission on Critical Choices for Amer- 
icans during 1974-75. In November 1972, he became 
deputy secretary to the Governor of New York for New 
York City affairs, and in April 1973 also became director 
of New York State’s Washington office. He was associate 
director/general counsel for the New York State Commis- 
sion on Quality Cost and Financing of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. From 1967 to 1970, he was an 
associate with the law firm of Webster, Sheff, Fleisch- 
mann, Hitchcock & Brookfield in New York City. 

Born on May 14, 1941, in Niagara Falls, N.Y., Mr. 
Hooker received his A.B. degree from Princeton Univer- 
sity in 1963. He taught school in Buffalo, N.Y., during 
1963-64. He attended Columbia University School of 
Law and received his LL.B. in 1967. 


Mr. Hooker is married to the former Joan Wiggins. 


Departmental Consumer 
Representation Plans 


Statement by the President Following a Meeting With 
Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies. 
November 4, 1975 


This morning I received an interim report from Vir- 
ginia Knauer and Jim Lynn on the status of the Depart- 


mental Consumer Representation Plans. I am pleased with 
the progress made to date. 


Last April, as you may recall, I requested each of the 
departments and agencies in the executive branch to 
analyze their entire decisionmaking process to determine 
where additional consumer input might be helpful in 
making Federal agencies more responsive to the needs of 
the American consumer. 

The plans developed by these departments and agencies 
will be published this month in the Federal Register. Fol- 
lowing publication, there will be a major effort to dis- 
seminate copies of these plans to all interested consumers 
as well as other interested groups. 

So there will be no delay, however, in this effort to open 
up to the public the decisionmaking processes of the ex- 
ecutive branch, I have instructed each department and 
agency to move ahead at once on putting these plans into 
effect. Adjustments can be made later as circumstances 
warrant. 

In January we intend to hold public meetings in at least 
10 cities across the country to explain how these plans 
work for the benefit of consumers and to seek suggestions 
and ideas for ways to make the departments and agencies 
of the Federal Government more effective and responsive 
to public concerns. 

I am convinced we can resolve by better administration 
what Congress is attempting to accomplish by new laws 
and a costly new Government agency. The steps we have 
taken will prove to be responsive to the needs of the Ameri- 
can consumer and the concerns of the American public. 


Senate Select Committee Report 
on Assassinations 


The President’s Letter to the Chairman and Members 
of the Senate Select Committee To Study Governmental 
Operations With Respect to Intelligence Activities. 

Dated October 31, 1975. Released November 4, 1975 


I am writing to urge the Select Committee not to make 
public the report on the subject of assassinations which I 
understand is currently in preparation. Reviews of the 
Select Committee’s draft assassination report by officials 
of the Departments of State and Defense and the Central 
Intelligence Agency, who examined it at the request of 
your Committee, have been submitted to me by the heads 
of those departments and the agency. Under separate 
cover, I am providing these classified reviews for your 
consideration. Their substance was previously communi- 
cated to the Select Committee staff by the reviewing offi- 
cials. I also want to offer my views on this matter and 
appeal to the Committee not to release this report publicly. 
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It is my opinion that public disclosure now of informa- 
tion I provided to the Senate Select Committee concerning 
allegations of political assassination activities of the United 
States Government will result in serious harm to the na- 
tional interest and may endanger individuals. 

As I stated publicly when the allegations were pub- 
lished, the very idea that any person or organization within 
the United States Government could consider assassina- 
tion as an acceptable act is abhorrent. I know you share 
this view and a determination to make certain that such 
deeds will not take place in the future. 

To facilitate legitimate investigation of allegations re- 
lated to assassination, I have endeavored to make avail- 
able all the materials in the Executive Branch on this sub- 
ject to the Select Committees of the Senate and the House 
and the Department of Justice. This was done under pro- 
cedures designed to serve the national interest. The ma- 
terials were turned over in classified form. You will recall 
that I said on June 9, 1975: 


“TI know that the Members of the Congress involved 
will exercise utmost prudence in the handling of such 
information.” 


It is not a question of withholding information required 
by the Select Committee to carry out its inquiry into 
these allegations which relate entirely to past Admin- 
istrations of both parties. On the contrary, I have en- 
deavored to make all of the information available to your 
Committee so that legislation can be proposed, if neces- 
sary, and to the Justice Department to facilitate any 
investigation indicated. However, we must distinguish 
between disclosure to the Select Committee of sensitive 
information and publication of that information which 
is harmful to the national interest and may endanger the 
physical safety of individuals. 

There is no question about access to these materials by 
appropriate officials. The only issue concerns publica- 
tion which obviously cannot be limited to Members of 
Congress and other American citizens. 

Public release of these official materials and informa- 
tion will do grievous damage to our country. It would 
likely be exploited by foreign nations and groups hostile 
to the United States in a manner designed to do maxi- 
mum damage to the reputation and foreign policy of 
the United States. It would seriously impair our ability 
to exercise a positive leading role in world affairs. 

I am convinced that publication at this time will en- 
danger individuals named in the report or who can be 
identified when foreign agents carefully study it. I am 
sure none of us want such an unfortunate result. I urge 
that we avoid any action that would bring it about. 

I have sought to balance the competing interests in- 
volved in this matter. I made relevant intelligence infor- 
mation and documents available to the appropriate Com- 
mittees of Congress and the Department of Justice. How- 
ever, to protect our national defense and ability to con- 
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duct foreign affairs as well as the traditional American 
right of individual privacy, I have provided most of this 
information in classified form. 

There can be legislation, if deemed necessary, and pros- 
ecutions, if warranted. But let us do this without the 
damage to the United States, which will occur if this 
information is made available to actual and potential ene- 
mies of the United States. 

For the reasons set out above, I appeal to you and 
your colleagues on the Senate Select Committee to oppose 
publication of this report on alleged assassination activity. 

I am sure the Select Committee will recognize the enor- 
mous responsibility it has to see to it that serious damage 
will not result to the United States by the publication of 
this report and will recognize also the duty which I have 
to emphasize the disastrous consequences which can occur 
by publication. 

Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 
NoTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to Senators 
Frank Church, John Tower, Philip A. Hart, Walter F. Mondale, 
Walter D. Huddleston, Robert Morgan, Gary Hart, Howard H. 


Baker, Jr., Barry Goldwater, Charles McC. Mathias, Jr., and 
Richard S. Schweiker. 


The text of the letter was made available by the White House 
Press Office. It was not issued in the form of a White House press 
release. 


Emergency Medical Services 
Week, 1975 


Proclamation 4406. November 4, 1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

Each week more than a thousand Americans die as a 
result of accidents, heart attacks and other medical emer- 
gencies because emergency assistance is not available. 

For many years, physicians and health professionals 
have urged improved national services and facilities for 
emergency medical care. Since 1968, pursuant to the pub- 
lication of Standard 11, “Emergency Medical Services” 
in accordance with the Highway Safety Act of 1966, the 
Department of Transportation has been engaged actively 
in improving Emergency Care at the onset of the emer- 
gency and in transit to more definitive care. In 1973, the 
Congress passed the “Emergency Medical Services Sys- 
tems Act of 1973” to create an additional national thrust 
toward the goal of improved total emergency care. 

Now two Federal agencies, the Department of Trans- 
portation and the Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, are working closely with States and communities 
to improve medical emergency services. Although many 
cities enjoy satisfactory services, the great majority of 









1244 





our communities, especially in rural areas, still require 
considerable improvement. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Geratp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning November 3 as Emergency Medical 
Services Week. 

I call upon the Governors and Mayors and all other 
State and local officials to assist hospital administrators 
and physicians, fire departments, public safety agencies 
and all ambulance services in improving emergency med- 
ical services. 

I call upon Federal agencies, especially the Depart- 
ments of Transportation and Health, Education, and 
Welfare to continue, with renewed vigor, their assistance 
to States and communities in accelerating efforts to help 
those in need of emergency medical assistance. 

I call upon all our people to lend their support to these 
efforts. We are a traveling nation and none of us knows 
when we might need help far from home. 

Let us affirm that this national legislation is only the 
beginning of our effort to upgrade and perpetuate this 
part of our total health care system so no individual in 
this country will lack help whenever or wherever he needs 
It. 

In Witness WHeREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-five and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:51 p.m., 
November 4, 1975] 


National Farm-City Week, 1975 
Proclamation 4407. November 4, 1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

Our Nation, nurtured on individual self-reliance, began 
as a rural society. Through two centuries, it has developed 
into primarily an urban society of great cities. 

This growth has firmly established an interdependence 
between farm and city, which is greater today than it was 
two hundred years ago. Although farmers and ranchers 
comprise less of our population than in the past, their 
production of food has more than kept pace with our 
fundamental needs. This capability to produce our plenti- 
ful food supply is, in turn, dependent upon the efforts of 
those in urban centers to provide the goods and services 
which our farmers and ranchers need. 

It is appropriate to remember and renew our under- 
standing of this continuing partnership between farm and 
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city. Only out of this working partnership will our country 
achieve new abundance and prosperity in the future: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
period November 21 through November 27, 1975, as 
National Farm-City Week. 

I request interested persons to join with agricultural 
organizations, business and labor groups, youth and com- 
munity groups, schools and others to focus attention upon 
the interrelationships which exist among the constructive 
labors of all individuals, whether on the farm or in the 
city. 

I urge the Department of Agriculture, educational 
institutions and other organizations and governmental 
agencies and officials to mark the significance of National 
Farm-City Week with special study, public meetings, 
exhibits and other appropriate activities in the public 
interest. 

In Witness WuerEoF, I have. hereunto set my hand 
this fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:52 p.m., 
November 4, 1975] 


Bill of Rights Day, Human Rights 
Day and Week, 1975 


Proclamation 4408. November 5, 1975 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

As the United States of America looks forward to the 
two hundredth anniversary of our Nation’s independence 
next July, it is appropriate that we pause and reflect on 
the principles of self-government that underlie our society 
and continue to nourish it. 

Embodied in our great national documents—the 
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights—are the imperishable ideas that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed with unalienable 
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and 
that it is the people of the United States themselves who 
have ordained and established the government which 
serves us all. 

The Founding Fathers could not foresee in detail the 
threats to liberty that might arise as the Republic grew, 
but they had the wisdom to know that threats would 
appear and that the people must be protected against 
them. When the new Constitution was being discussed in 
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1787, Thomas Jefferson complained in a letter to James 
Madison of the absence of a Bill of Rights, saying: “Let 
me add that a bill of rights is what the people are entitled 
to against every government on earth, general or particu- 
lar; and what no just government should refuse, or rest 
on inferences.” 

Madison became convinced of the need for a Bill of 
Rights and wrote Jefferson: “The political truths declared 
in that solemn manner acquire by degrees the character 
of fundamental maxims of free government, and as they 
become incorporated with the National sentiment, coun- 
teract the impulses of interest and passion.” In the First 
Congress, Madison, the principal proponent of those 
amendments to the Constitution known as the Bill of 
Rights, defended them in these words: “If they are in- 
corporated into the constitution, independent tribunals of 
justice will consider themselves in a peculiar manner the 
guardians of those rights; they will be an impenetrable 
bulwark against every assumption of power in the leg- 
islative or executive. . . .” 

This has truly been our national experience. So also in 
the international community have we come to respect 
and rely on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
as a fundamental statement of principles reaffirming faith 
in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the 
equal rights of men and women as the foundation of 
freedom, justice and peace in the world. 

On December 15 we mark the one hundred eighty- 
fourth anniversary of the adoption of the Bill of Rights 
and on December 10 we observe the twenty-seventh 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration. It is fitting that 
in 1975, which is International Women’s Year, we should 
recognize especially the contributions of women to political 
and social progress and underline our commitment to 
remove promptly such barriers that still remain in the 
way of their full participation in our Nation’s life. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Geratp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby proclaim Decem- 
ber 10, 1975, as Human Rights Day and December 15, 
1975, as Bill of Rights Day. I call upon the American peo- 
ple to observe the week beginning December 10, 1975, as 
Human Rights Week. Further, I urge all Americans dur- 
ing the coming bicentennial year to contemplate the prin- 
ciples of liberty and justice enunciated in the Bill of Rights 
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to 
draw on them as the best means to assure our Nation’s 
continued progress. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fifth day of November, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:29 a.m. 
November 5, 1975] 


The District of Columbia 
Budget Message 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Budget for the District of Columbia, Fiscal Year 
1976. ‘November 5, 1975 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am today transmitting for your consideration the 
budget of the District of Columbia for fiscal year 1976 
and for the transition period July 1, 1976, through 
September 30, 1976. 

This budget is the first prepared by the city government 
in full exercise of its powers under the District of Colum- 
bia Self-Government and Governmental Reorganization 
Act. It reflects the results of a constructive city budget 
process which included participation by many District 
citizens. As such, this Home Rule budget represents a cor- 
nerstone of responsible city government and confirms the 
strength of a Federal-local partnership in the administra- 
tion of Washington, D.C. 

This budget also carries the Nation’s Capital and the 
District community through the peak of our Nation’s 
Bicentennial observance. I urge the Congress to review 
these proposals with the knowledge that Washington will 
be a focal point for the national celebration and that the 
city will be visited by greater numbers of American and 
foreign visitors than ever before. At the same time, resi- 
dents of Washington, who also take pride in their own 
community, plan local observances just as other cities do 
across the country. It is, therefore, important that the 
Congress act promptly on the District Budget for 1976. 

GeERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
November 5, 1975. 


NOTE: The White House also made available copies of “The 
Budget of the District of Columbia, Fiscal Year 1976.” 


Natural Gas Shortages 


The President’s Memorandum for Members of the 
Energy Resources Council. November 6, 1975 


MEMORANDUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE ENERGY 
Resources CounciL 

SusyecT: Coordinating Near-Term Natural Gas 
Activities 

Last May, the Federal Energy Administration was given 

responsibility for leading an interagency effort to develop 

policy recommendations to deal with projected natural 

gas shortages for this winter. In August, I approved rec- 

ommendations from the ERC, including proposed legis- 

lation and administrative actions. 
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I have asked Frank Zarb, in his capacity as Executive 
Director of the Energy Resources Council, to assume 
responsibility for coordinating efforts of the agencies repre- 
sented on the Energy Resources Council concerned with 
expected natural gas shortages. I also have asked that the 
activities of ERC agencies be conducted in close coopera- 
tion with those of the Federal Power Commission. 

I trust each of you will extend to him and to the inter- 
agency task force he has established full cooperation on 
this critical and urgent matter. 

GerALp R. Forp 


White House Staff 


Announcement of Appointment of William W. 
Nicholson as Director of the Presidential Scheduling 
Office. November 6, 1975 


The President today announced the appointment of 
William W. Nicholson, of Arlington, Va., as Director of 
the Presidential Scheduling Office. He succeeds Warren 
Rustand, who has resigned. 

Since September 1974, Mr. Nicholson has been Deputy 
Director of the Scheduling Office. From July 1973 to 
September 1974, he was vice president of Robert Eng- 
strom Associates, Inc. He joined Pemtom, Inc., in April 
1971 as a real estate sales manager and became director 
of marketing and sales in January 1972. 

Mr. Nicholson was born on February 18, 1943, in 
Great Bend, Kans., and attended the University of Ari- 
zona from 1961 to 1963. He received his B.S. degree from 
the University of Nevada in 1966. While at the University 
of Nevada he was an All-America basketball player 
and was named to the NCAA Western Regional Tourna- 
ment team in 1964. He served in the United States Air 
Force as a captain from 1966 to February 1971. 

Mr. Nicholson is married to the former JoAnne 
Thompson. 


Senate Select Committee Investigation 
of National Security Agency 
Intelligence Activities 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary. 
November 6, 1975 


The President regrets that the Senate Select Committee 
has publicly discussed the activity known as “Operation 
SHAMROCK,” which was. instituted over 25 years ago 
by President Truman, his Secretary of Defense, and At- 
torney General. Although this was terminated in the spring 


of this year because of allegations that portions of the 
National Security Agency activity were improper, the 
President has refrained from discussing this publicly in 
order to avoid any criticism or any implied criticism of 
former officials who acted in good faith during difficult 
times in the cold war period and to protect legitimate 
on-going foreign intelligence activity by the National 
Security Agency. 

Instead, the President has endeavored to make all the 
information concerning SHAMROCK available to the 
Senate Select Committee and the Department of Justice 
in order to assure that appropriate legislation can be devel- 
oped, if necessary, and the Attorney General can conduct 
his investigations. The President has tried to act respon- 
sibly by taking effective actions to stop possible abuses and 
prevent any recurrence without seeking publicity when 
the activity was terminated. 

There are two critically important objectives concern- 
ing the intelligence community investigations: 

1. We must develop the appropriate facts so that legis- 
lation, if necessary, can be enacted and any legal action, 
if warranted, can go forward. 

2. We must do this in a manner which does not unnec- 
essarily damage our foreign intelligence capabilities. 

The national interest requires a careful balancing of 
these two objectives. 


All of those who are involved with this matter in an 
official capacity must take care to permit the investigation 
to go forward in a reasonable manner without damage to 
our ability to develop appropriate foreign intelligence. 


Digest of Other 
White House ET Te 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


November 1 


The President met at the White House with representa- 
tives of the American Diabetes Association, Inc. 


The President’s deposition in the Fromme case was 
taken at 10 a.m. in Room 345 at the Old Executive Office 
Building. Present were Thomas J. MacBride, U.S. District 
Judge for the Eastern District of California; John Virga, 
attorney for the defendant; Dwayne Keyes, U.S. Attorney 
for the Eastern District of California, and Richard L. 
Thornburgh, Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Divi- 
sion, who represent the prosecution; and Richard Fong, 
a court reporter. The deposition was recorded on video- 
tape and turned over to the court. 
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November 2 

The President held separate meetings with CIA 
Director Colby and Secretary of Defense Schlesinger. 

President Ford and President Sadat held further meet- 
ings in Jacksonville, Fla. 
November 3 

The President met at the White House with the bipar- 
tisan Congressional leadership to discuss personnel changes 
in his Administration. 
November 4 

Ion Paton, Deputy Prime Minister of Romania, and 
Rogers C. B. Morton, Secretary of Commerce, met with 
the President at the White House. Deputy Prime Minister 
Paton and Secretary Morton are Co-Chairmen of the 
U.S.-Romanian Economic Commission. 

The President’s Panel on Federal Compensation met 
with the President. The President requested the panel to 
include additional information in the report it was prepar- 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1975 





1247 


ing. The report will now be submitted by December 1, 
1975. 


November 5 

The President has received the report of the Board of 
Visitors to the United States Air Force Academy. 

The President met at the White House with a group 
of Egyptian editors who had accompanied President Sadat 
on his visit to the United States. 


November 6 


The President met at the White House with members 
of the House Committee on Government Operations to 
discuss revenue sharing legislation. 

John A. Volpe, U.S. Ambassador to Italy, met with the 
President. 

The President’s Labor-Management Committee pre- 
sented the President with its proposals on housing. 

The President hosted a dinner at the White House in 
honor of the Cabinet. 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left Washington on Friday morning, 
November 7, for a trip to Springfield and Boston, Mass. 
Releases issued subsequent to his departure from Wash- 
ington will be printed next week. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 

The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the» Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted November 3, 1975 

GERALD B. Tyor.at, of Florida, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit, 
vice Bryan Simpson, retired. 


Submitted November 4, 1975 

Rosert W. Hooker, JR., of the District of Co- 
lumbia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Transportation, vice Robert Timothy 
Monagan, Jr., resigned. 

DonaLp RuMSFELD, of Illinois, to be Secretary 
of Defense, vice James R. Schlesinger. 

Georce BusH, of Texas, to be Director of 
Central Intelligence, vice William Egan 
Colby. 


Submitted November 5, 1975 

Rocer W. Hooker, Jr., of New York, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Transportation, vice 
Robert Timothy Monagan, Jr., resigned. 


Withdrawn November 5, 1975 

RosBert W. Hooker, JR., of the District of 
Columbia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Transportation, vice Robert Timothy Mon- 
agan, Jr., resigned, which was sent to the 
Senate on November 4, 1975. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved November 4, 1975 


renee Public Law 94-124 
An act to amend sections 6, 306, and 308 
of the Rural Electrification Act of 1936, 
as amended. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released November 3, 1975 


Statement by the President: announcing per- 
sonnel changes in the administration (as 
read at his press conference of November 3, 
1975) 

Biography: Donald Rumsfeld, Secretary of 
Defense-designate 

Biography: George Bush, Director-designate, 
Central Intelligence Agency 

Biography: Lt. Gen. Brent Scowcroft, Assist- 
ant to the President for National Security 
Affairs 

Biography: Richard B. Cheney, Assistant to 
the President 

Biography: Elliot Richardson, Secretary of 
Commerce-designate 


Released November 4, 1975 


News conference: following the President’s 
meeting with the Republican Congressional 
leadership—by Senator Robert P. Griffin 
and Representative John J. Rhodes 


Released November 5, 1975 


Fact sheet: on the report of the Board of Vis- 
itors to the United States Air Force 
Academy 

News conference: on Egyptian President 
Sadat’s visit to the United States—by 
Joseph J. Sisco, Under Secretary of State 
for Political Affairs 
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